


THE YEARS BETWEEN THE WORLD WARS

In the years between the wars the navy was subjected to mas-
sive cuts, though the submarine arm was more or less kept
going, because for technical reasons these units had to be kept
manned even in the winter. No combat ships as such were
built, with the exception of DRAGEN-class torpedoboats,
launched from 1929 onwards. The coast defence ship NIELS
JUEL, launcheéd in 1918, was kept on and in the main did service
as a training ship.

With the creation of the Danish Fleet Air Arm during the
First World War a new type of activity was added to the navy.
The first flying boats were bought abroad, but both engines
and planes were developed at home, and the Naval Shipyard
produced planes under licence in the inter-war years. The
tasks of the Fleet Air Arm were reconnaissance and artillery
guidance. Flying boats were also used in connection with
hydrographic surveys, in Greenland for example.

Inthe 1930°s, flying boats were attached to the fleet’s inspec-
tion vessels.

At the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939 the fleet
could therefore only muster a modest force, and in realistic
terms its fighting strength faced with a great power like Ger-
many was clearly restricted.

THE SECOND WORLD WAR 1940-45

During the Second World War the navy remained loyal to the
government, and following the orders of the King and the
government no resistance was offered to the German occupa-
tion on April 9, 1940. During the first years of the occupation
the Danish armed forces played a limited role. The activities of
the navy were thus restricted to exercises around the South
Funen islands, in Isefjorden and in the case of the submarines
in Mariager Fjord. Danish minesweepers were given the task
of sweeping the main channels between the Danish islands in
an east-west direction, whilst the occupying forces swept the
north-south routes.

As time went on, and the population grew increasingly oppo-
sed to the German occupation, the situation became untenable
and at last the government was forced to resign. On August 29,
1943, the Germans stormed all military installations in Den-
mark. Holmen was attacked in the early morning. Secret orders
were issued by the commander-in-chief of the navy, Vice Admi-
ral A.H. Vedel, either to scuttle the ships or to sail them to Swe-
den. At Holmen in Copenhagen, most of the ships were scutt-
led by their own crews before the Germans could do anything
to prevent it. A few smaller ships, setting off from various places
outside the capital, managed to reach Sweden in safety.

The artillery-ship NIELS JUEL was in harbour at Holbzk, and
attempted to break out through Isefjorden in order to sail to Swe-
den, but was stopped by a bomb attack by German planes and
was forced aground near the town of Nykebing on Zealand.

The training unit, consisting of the inspection ships INGOLF
and HVIDBJ@RNEN plus a number of smaller vessels, was ga-
thered at Svendborg, and attempted to sail north through the
Great Belt, but was stopped by the Germans. The crew of the
HVIDBJJRNEN managed to scuttle the ship, but the INGOLF
was forced in to Korser.

The scuttling of the fleet at Holmen was an event which clear-
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ly signailed that Denmark was on the side of the allies against
Nazi Germany. Along with all other military personnel, the
crews of the fleet were interned for about two months, after
which they were sent home. After this, many of them began to

The PEDER SKRAM, sunk at the Rigging-sheers on August 29, 1943, The
Danish fleet was placed in a strange situation after the German
invasion on April 9, 1940. Denmark was not officially at war with
Germany, but subject to restrictions approved by the government. The
ships of the fleet were allowed to hold exercises in the waters of South
Funen, in Isefjord and in Mariager Fjord, and Danish minesweepers
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) nish flotilla aﬂer the liber

work for the resistance, and a number of officers escaped to
Sweden, from where they went on to Britain. Others joined the
Danish Brigade in Sweden and later came home with the Da-
ation.

T

swept the east-west routes in the Great Belt. As time went on the
situation in the country grew tense, and the population revolted in the
summer of 1943. On August 29 the Germans attacked Danish military
installations, including Holmen. Vice Admiral A.H. Vedel, commander-
in-chief of the fleet, ordered the ships to be scuttled or sailed to Sweden.
The personnel at Holmen managed to sink or destroy 26 vessels.



In the early 1990°s the Royal Dockyard of Copenhagen was closed and
the maintenance of the navy ships was moved to Frederikshavn in
Jutland and Korser at the Great Belt.

The Royal Danish Navy did not abandon Copenhagen totally. The
oldest part of Holmen with the old Rigging-sheers got a status of
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Marinstation and housed still some of the education institutions for
the navy.

The photo shows corvettes of NIELS JUEL-class (launched 1978-81) at
the Rigging-sheers, which has been a symbol of the navy activities in
Copenhagen the last 250 years.
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