


The strength and composition of the Royal Danish Navy are
governed by the Defence Act of April, 1973, based upon an agreem-
ent made by 4 major political parties, and prolonged for another
4 years as of March, 1977.

The Defence Act is to some extent based on a statement made
by the Chief of Navy ending up in what is called "Plan for the
Fleet 1982",

This plan is largely the result of considerations regarding
the outmost use of the geophysical situation in the Baltic Approa-
ches and the desire to continue the established balanced fleet -

composition.
The fleet composition is as follows:
Status Goal
War Units:
Frigates/Corvettes 5 5
Fast Patrol Boats 16 18
Submarines 6 6
Minelayers L L
Coastal Minelayers 1 3
Minesweepers 8 8
Seaward Defence Craft 9 8
Combat Helicopters 0 8
Special Purpose Ships:
Fishery Protection Ships with ocean
escort capability 5 -
Inspection Cutters (Inshore Cutters) 5 5
Naval Cutters (Harbour Cutters) 9 9
Helicopters 6 6
Oilers 2 2

Only during time of peace 2 minelayers are employed as
training ship and depot ship, respectively. They are, however,
still capable of performing their minelaying wartime tasks, as
they can be converted to such within 48 hours.

The combat helieopters are in the act of being chosen, and

orders are expected to be placed within the next fiscal year.



The fleet is in peacetime organized in four squadrons under
operational control of Flag Officer Denmark, viz.:
Frigate Squadron containing: Frigates
Corvettes
Seaward Defence Craft.
Mine Warfare Squadron containing: Minelayers
Coastal Minelayers
Minesweepers.
Fast Patrol Boat Squadron containing: Fast Patrol Boats
Oilers.

Submafine Squadron containins: Submarines.

The Harbour Cutters are under the operational control of
the various naval districts.

The Greenland Command and the Faeroe Command are exercis-
ing operational control of the Fishery Protection Ships and In-
spection Cutters (Coastal Cutters) in their waters, whereas the
Fishery Protection Ships in Danish waters are attached to the
Frigate Squadron.

The Royal Danish Navy has a new construction programme com-
prising:

3 Corvettes

10 Fast Patrol Boats
2 Coastal Minelayers.
| Modern fire control systems and sophisticated passive sure
veiling equipment are under procurement.,
This programme represents the largest national investment
‘ programme the Navy has ever had,
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