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Th e st ren gth Bnd composi t i o n of the Ro yal Dan i sh Nav y ar e

gover ne d by t he Defe n c e Ac t oC Apr il, 197 3 , ba s e d u p on a n a&ree m_

e n t ma de by 4 ma j o r po li t ica l pa rt i e s, and pro lon ged f o r a n oth e r

4 years aa of Har c h, 19 77 .

The De fen ce Ac t i s to some e x t e nt based on a statement made

by t he Chie C of Navy end ing up i n wha t i s call e d wPI . n f or the

Fl ee t 19 8 2 w •

Th is plan i s lar gel y t h e r e sult of considerat i o n s rega rd i n g

t h e outmost u a e of the g e o ph y s i cal s itua t i on i n the Bal t i c Approa 

c h e a a nd the dea i r e to c ontinue t h e establ i a hed balanc e d :flee t 

composi ti o n .

Th e fl e e t compositi o n is as follo ws:

Wa r Un i ts:

Frigat e s /Corvettes

Fast Patrol Boat s

Submarin es

Minela y e r s

Coastal Minelayers

Mine sw e e p e r s

Seaw a rd Defence Craft

Comba t Hel icopters

Sta t u s Q.2.!.!

5 5
1 6 1 8

6 6

4 4

1 J
8 8

9 8

0 8

Special Purpose Ships J

Fi shery Prote c t ion Ships wi t h ocean
eacort capabili ty

I nspe c ti o n Cu t t o r s ( In sho r e Cu t te rs )

Na val Cutte rs (Harbou r Cutters)

Hel i cop ters

Oilers

5

5

9
6

2

5

5
9
6

2

Only during time of peace 2 mi n e l a ye r s a r e e mploy ed aa

t ra i ni n g s h ip Rnd depo t s hip , respe c tive ly . They a r . , h oweve r ,

st il l capa bl e of pe rfo rmi ng t heir min e l a yi n g wa r t im e ta sks , as

th"y cft n b e co nv e> r t e d to suc h wi t h i n 48 hou r s .

Th e c omba t hel ieo p t e r s are i n the ac t of be i n c c h o s " n , a nd

orde rs are e xpected to be p laced wI th in the n e xt f isca l ye ar .



Mine Wa r f a r e Squ a d ron c on tai n i n g :

Th e fl e et i s i n peacet i me o rganized i n f ou r squ a d r ons und e r

operational c on t r o l o f F l ag Offi cer De nma rk, viz . :

F r iga te Sq u ad r o n c o n t a in ing: Fri gates

Corve tte s

Seaward Defence Cra ft .

Mine l a ye r s

Coas tal Mine l a y e n !l

Mine s we e pers .

Fast Pa t r o l Boa t Squ ad r on c on ta i n i ng: Fas t Pa t r ol Boats

Oi ler'8 .

Subma ~i ne Squa d r on c on ta i ni ng : Submarines .

The Harb ou r Cu t t e rs a re u nder the operational con t r o l or

the va r i ou s na v a l d istricts .

The Greenland Command and the Faero e Comm a n d are exerc i s 

i ng ope rational c on t ro l of t he Fishery Pro t ect ion Sh ips a nd I n 

spection Cu t t e r s (C o a s t al Cut ters) i n the i r wa t ers . whe r e a s t he

F i sh e r y Pr o t e c t i on Ships i n Dani sh wa t e rs are a ttache d to the

Friga te Squa d ron.

The Royal Da n i s h Nav y ha s a new c onstruc t i on p r ogramme c om

pris ing:

,) Co rve t tes

10 Fast Pat r ol Boa t s

2 Coa s t a l Mi n e l a y e r s .

Moder'n f ire c on t ro l s y stems a n d sophist icated passive sur _

veili n g equi pmen t a re u nder p r o cu r eme n t .

Thi s p rogramme r epr e s en t s t h e la r gest na ti onal i nvestmen t

progr a mme t h e Navy ha s ever h ad .



COMPLETED:

June 1966

April 1967

Frigate PEDER SKRAM-class

NUMBER: LAID DOWN:

F.352 September 1964

F.353 Decem~er 1964

TYPE:

NAME:
PEDER SKRAM

HERLUF TROLLE

2720

397

40

12

2 diesel engines each of" 2400 BHP

2 gasturbines each of" 22.000 BHP

Diesel 16,5 knots

Gasturbines 32,5 knots

112Compl emen t:

Remarks:

The f"rigates are named af"ter two f"amous Danish admirals.

They are built in Danish shipyard within the f"rame of the Danish/

American Cost Sharing Prog e, which was commenced in 1959.

Originally they were armed with two double 5" all purpose

guns plus 4 40 mm anti-aircraf"t guns.

Speed:

Displacement:

Length f"t.:

Beam f"t.:

Draught f"t.:

Engine:



The frigates are now undertaking a midlife conversion, so

in the future they will be armed with SEA SPARROW-missiles, HAR

POON-missiles, one double 5" all purpose gun plus 40 mm's and a

new type of torpedo.

Thus, being of considerable strength,they are regarded

as being the backbone of the naval defence, each of them acting

as the tactical leader of the two surface action groups being

established in wartime.



TYPE:

NAME:

BELLONA

FLORA

TRITON

Corvette TRITON-class

NUMBER I LAUNCHED:

F.344 JaDUary 1955

F.346 JUDe 1955

F.347 September 1954

TRANSFEJUlED:

JaDUary 1957

August 1956

August 1955

Displacement:

Length 1't.:

Beam 1't.:

Draught 1't.:

Engine:

Speed:

C8lDplement:

873
250

32

9
2 diesel engines each 01' 2200 BHP

20 knots

110

Remarks:

The corvettes are built in Italy for the Royal Danish Navy

under the United States 01'f-Shore Account.

They are 01' the same class as the Italian ALBATROS-class.

Originally 4 corvettes vere transferred to the Royal Danish Navy,

but the 1'ourth named DIANA vas scrapped in 1974.



They are armed with two 3" all purpose guns plus one 40 mm

anti-aircraft. They have a considerable amount of depth charges

and hedgehog.

They will within the next few years be replaced with a new

type of Danish built corvette.



Seaward Defence Craft · DAPHNE-c1assTYPE:

NAME:
DAPHNE

DRYADEN

HAVMANDEN

HAVFRUEN

NAJ"ADEN

NYMFEN

NEPTUN

RAN

ROTA

NUMBER:

P.530

P.531

P.532

P.533

P.534

P·535

P.536

P.537

P.538

LAID DOWN:

April 1960

July 1960

November 1960

March 1961

September 1961

April 1962

September 1962

December 1962

July 1963

COMPLETED:

December 1961

April 1962

August 1962

December 1962

Apri1 1963

October 1963

December 1963

May 1964

January 1965

Displacement:

Length ft.:

Beam ft.:

Draught ft.:

Engine:

Speed:

Complement:

170

121

20

6,5

2 diesels each of 1300 BHP
20 knots

23



Remax 'ks:

The Seaward Defence Craft are all built at the Royal Dock

yard in Copenhagen, four of them under the United States Off-Shore

Procurement.

The DAPHNE-class was constxucted to patrol inshore Danish

waters in close cooperation with the naval districts.

They are equipped with one 40 mm anti-aircraft gun, depth

charges and a 51 mm rocket launcher.

They contribute with a notable effect to the surveillance

and control with the Baltic Approaches.

The DAPHNE-class will be replaced in the mid -80ies. The

type to replace them is under consideration at the present, and

depending on those considerations it might be a dual purpose type

with the aim of having surveillance, control, and minesweeping

performed by the same type of ship.



TYPE:

NAME:

FALKEN

GLENTEN

GRIBBEN

H0GEN

Fast Attack Craft Torpedo FALKEN-class

NUMBER: LAID DOWN: COMPLETED:

P.506 November 1960 October 1962

P.507 January 1961 December 1962

P.508 May 1961 April 196)

P.509 September 1961 June 196)

Disp~acement:

Length ft.:

Beam ft.:

Draugh t ft.:

Engine:

Speed:

Complement:

119
118

18

6

) diesel engines each of )000 BHP

40 knots

2)

Remarks:

The FALKEN-class Fast Patrol Boats are all built in the

Royal Dockyard in Copenhagen under United States of America Off

Shore Procurement in the Military Aid Programme.

They are constructed as a modern version of the traditional



Second World War fast patrol boat. They are armed with one 40 mm

anti-aircraft gun, one 20 mm anti-aircraft plus four 4~n torpedo

tubes.

They have a modern torpedo firing control system, which

operates the torpedo salvo through wire-guidance.

They are at the moment being phased out coordinated with

the commissioning of the fast patrol boats mentioned under the

new construction programme.

•



Fast Attack Craft Torpedo S0L0VEN-c1assTYPE:

NAME:

S0L0VEN

S0RIDDEREN

S0BJ0RNEN

S0HESTEN

S0HUNDEN

S0ULVEN

NUMBER:

P.510

P.511

P.512

P.51J

P.514

P.515

LAID DOWN:

August 1962

October 1962

July 1963

September 1963

Augu15t 1964

March 1965

COMPLETED:

June 1964

June 1964

September 1965

June 1966

December 1966

March 1967

Displacement:

Length ft.:

Beam ft.:

Draught ft.:

Engine:

Speed:

Complement:

114

99

26

7
J Bri6tol Siddeley Proteus gas turbines each of
4200 BHP

2 General Motors diesels

Gasturbines 54 knot15

Diesels 10 knot15

29



Remarks:

The S0L0VEN-class Fast Patrol Boats is a combination or

the BRAVE-class hull, and the FEROCITY-type construction. The

two riIst or the class were built by Vosper Ltd., Portsmouth,

England, and delivered to the Royal Danish Navy in February, 1965.

The "remaining 4 are built under license by the Royal Dockyard in

Copenhagen.

They have a choice in armament, so they have either two

40 mm anti-aircra£t guns plus two 41" torpedo tubes, thus acting

as rast gunboat, or one 40 anti-aircra£t gun and rour 41" tor-

pedo tubes in the role o£ £ast torpedo boat.

The S0L0VEN-class is equipped with a Swedish torpedo con

trol system (TORCI) operating the wire-guided Swedish torpedo

called Tp-6l.

Taking the outmost advantage o£ the inshore waters compos

ing the Danish straits the S0L0VEN-class is a va1uable contribut

ion to the naval de£ence. Their ability to keep the sea is, how

ever, limited.



TYPE:

NAME:

BILLE

HAMMER

KRIEGER

RODSTEElt

SUENSON

Fast Attack Cra:ft Missi1e WILLEMOES-c1ass

NUMBER: NAME: NUMBERr

P.540 BREDAL P.541

P.542 HUITFELDT P.543

P.544 NORBY P.545

P.546 SEHESTED P.547

P.548 WILLEMOES P.549

Disp1acement:

Length :ft.:

Beam :ft.:

Draught :ft.:

Engine:

Speed:

Comp1ement:

220

151

24

8

3 Ro11s Royce Proteus gas turbines

diese1

Approximate1y 40 knots

25

Remarks:

The VILLEMOES-c1ass Fast Patro1 Boats are a11 named a:fter

Danish nava1 heroes. They are bui1t in Danish shipyard a11 within



the rrame or the Royal Danish Navy's new construction programme.

The WILLEMOES-class is armed with a 3" OTO MELARE dual pur

pose gun with radar rire control and at present with 4 41" tor

pedo tubes. From 1978 2 or the tubes will be replaced by 2 HAR

POON missile launchers. Alternatively the WILLEMOES-class can

carry 20 mines. This fast patrol boat, which is twice the size

of our older boats, also has much improved control and warning

equipment.

The WILLEMOES-class is a valuable contribution to the

strength of the rleet.



Tankers RIMFAXE-c1assTYPE:

NAME:

RIMFAXE (ex-US YO 226)

SKINFAXE (ex-US YO 229)

NUMBER:

A.568

A.569

1ight

f'u11 Load

23

Length f't.:

Beam ft.:

Draught f't.:

Engine:

Speed:

Comp1ement:

Disp1acement: 442

1390

174

32

13

1 Genera1 Motor diese1 560 BHP

10 knots

Remarks:

The tankers were transferred to the Roya1 Danish Navy in

August, 1962 being a part of' the United States Mi1itary Aid Program-

me.

They are administrative1y attached to the Fast patr01 Boat

Squadron being a va1uab1e contribution to the Squadron's mobi1e

base 10gistics.





Coasta1 Submarine DELFINEN-c1assTYPE:

NAME:

DELFINEN

SPJEKHUGGEREN

TUMLEREN

SPRINGEREN

NUMBER:

S.326

S.327

S.328

5.329

LAID DOWN:

JU1y 1954

December 1954

May 1956

January 1961

COMPLETED:

September 1958

June 1959

January 1960

October 1964

Disp1acement:

Length f't.:

Beam f't.:

Draught f't.:

Engine:

Speed:

Comp1ement:

595 surf'aced

643 submerged

144

15,5

13

2 diese1s each of' 600 ~HP surf'aced

E1etric motors 1200' BHP submerged

15 knots surf'aced and submerged

33

Remarks:

The submarines are named af'ter sma11 wha1es. They are bui1t

in the Roya1 Dockyard in Copenhagen, SPRINGEREN within the f'rame



or the Danish-American Cost Sharing Programme.

They are equipped with snort and radar and armed with 4
41" torpedo tubes. The torpedo used in this type or submarine is

an old wartime German torpedo being modernized to wire-guidance.

The submarines are well suited £or Baltic operations. Re

placements will take place in the mid -80ies.



Coasta1 Submarine NARHVALEN-c1assTYPE:

NAME:

NARHVALEN

NORDKAPEREN

NUMBER:

5.320

5.321

LAID DOWN:

February 1965

January 1966

COMPLETED:

February 1970

December 1970

Disp1acement:

Length ft.:

Beam ft.:

Draught ft.:

Engine:

Speed:

Comp1ement:

370 surfaced

450 submerged

117
15

12,5

2 German diese1s each of 75a BHP surfaced

2 E1ectric Motors each of 750 BHP submerged

12 knots surfaced

17 knots submerged

22

Remarks:

The NARHVALEN-c1ass is named after sma11 wha1es and

bui1t in the Roya1 Dockyard in Copenhagen.



The type is similar to the German improved type 205 with

modirications ror Danish needs.

They are equipped with snort, radar and ESM. The NARHVALEN

class is armed with 8 41" torpedo tubes. At the present the tubes

are undergoing adjustments to the Swedish torpedo type Tp-61. The

torpedo is wire-guided and controlled by a system or very high

standards.

The NARHVALEN-class is automised throughout all runctions.

It is able to operate submerged even in very shallow waters.

The NARHVALEN-class is extremely silent in its perrormance

and normally regarded as the most suitable coastal submarine ror

Baltic operations.



TYPE I Minelayer FALSTER-c1ass

NAME I NUMBER I LAID DOWNI COMPLETEDI

FALSTER N.80 April 1962 November 1963

FYEN N.81 April 1962 September 1963

MBEN N.82 October 1962 April 1964

SJJELLAND N.83 January 1963 July 1964

Displacement I

Length :ft. I

Beam 1't. I

Draug~t 1't. I

Engine I

Speedl

Complement I

1900

253

41

10

2 diesels each 01' 2400BHP

17 knots

120

Remarks I

The minelayers are named a1'ter Danish is1ands~ They are

built in Danish shipyards within the 1'rame 01' the Danish/Ameri

can Cost Sharing Programme.



Two o~ the minelayers are - using the container system 

converted into training ship and depot ship, repectively. The re

conversion into minelayers, being their wartime role, is possible

within 48 hours due to the used system.

The minelayers are armed with two double 3" all purpose

guns, and they are able to embark approximately 300 mines. The

minelaying will take place using 4 rails, and an automatic work

ing laying system.

The mine capacity and the laying system give the minelayers

and ef~ect high enough to lay the planned primary minefields with

in 24 hours thus establishing an e~fective barrier in the Danish

parts o~ the Baltic Approaches.



TYPE:

NAME:
LANGELAND

Coastal Minelayer LANGELAND-class

NUMBER: LAID DOWN:

N.42 1950
COMPLETED:

1951

Displacement:

Length ft.:

Beam ft.:

Draught ft.:

Engine:

Speed:

Complement:

330

134

24

7
2 diesel engines each of 200 BHP

12 knots

37

Remarks:

LANGELAND is named after a Danish island. She is built at

the Royal Dockyard in Copenhagen.

LANGELAND is constructed to lay the controlled minefields,

which are to fill in the gaps used for navigating the ordinary

minefields.

The control of the minefields can take place either on board

the minelayer or from the shore.



For selfprotection LANGELAND is equipped with two 40 mm

anti-aircraft guns plus two 20 mm anti-aircraft.

Two additional, but modernized coastal minelayers are at

the present under construction to fulfil the force goals for the

fleet.



'"TYPE: Minesweeper Coasta1 SUND-c1ass

NAME: NUMBER: NAME: NUMBER:

AAR0SUND (ex-AMS 127) M.571 GULDBORGSUND (ex-MSC 257)M.575

ALSSUND (ex-AMS 128) M.572 OM0SUND (ex-MSC 221)M.576

EGERNSUND(ex-AMS 129) M.57.3 ULVSUND (ex-MSC 26.3)M.577

GR0NSUND (ex-MSC 256) M.574 VILSUND (ex-MSC 264)M.578

Disp1acemen t:

Length f't.:

Beam :ft.:

Draught :ft.:

Engine:

Speed:

Comp1ement:

.375

144

27

8,5

2 diese1 engines each of' 600 BHP

1.3 knots

.35

Remarks:

The SUND-c1ass minesweepers are a11 bui1t in the United

States o:f America under the name Msc-60 class NATO Coastal Mine

sweeper. They were comp1eted in 1954-56, and trans:ferred to Den

mark during the period :from January, 1955, to November, 1956.



Three of the minesweepers have been equipped with sonar

thus being reclassi~ied as minehunters.

GULDBORGSUND has been fitted with a chart house between

bridge and funnel, and is on temporary basis employed on surveil

ing duties.

The minesweepers are to be replaced in the mid -80ies. A

possibility of replacement is mentioned under Seaward De~ence

Craft.



Fishery ProtectionTYPE:

NAME:

HVIDBJeRNEN

VJEDDEREN

INGOLF

FYLLA

NUMBER:

F.348

F.349

F.350

F.35l

Ship HVIDBJeRNEN-class

LAID DOWN: COMPLETED:

June 1961 December 1962

October 1961 March 1963

December 1961 July 1963

June 1962 July 1963

Displacement:

Length f't.:

Beam f't.:

Draught f't.:

Engine:

Speed:

Complement:

1650

238

38

16

4 General Motors diesels each of' 1600 BHP

18 knots

73

Remarks:

This type classif'ied as frigates with ocean escort capabili

ty is built in Danish Shipyards with the purpose of' North Atlantic

f'ishery protection.Operating mainly in the Greenland and the Faeroe



thus eventually coming under operational control o~ SACLANT they

are in their construction prepared ~or ~rigate armament.

Their present armament is adjusted to the ~ishery protect

ion role being 1 3· gun plus 1 small helicopter o~ the ALOUETTE

III type, which within short will be replaced by a larger all

weather helicopter. They have a small amount o~ depthcharges

and are equipped with a short range sonar ~or ice navigation.

The type is well suited £or its task although it is o£ some age.



Fishery Protection Ship BESKYTTEREN-c1aes

NUMBER: LAID DOWN: COMPLETED:

F.340 1970 1975

TYPE:

NAME:

BESKYTTEREN

Disp1acement:

Length :ft.:

Beam :ft.:

Draught :ft.:

Engine:

Speed:

Comp1ement:

1900

244

39

15

3 dieee1s each 01' 2480 BHP

18 knots

59

Remarks:

The ship, sing1e in its class, is built in Danish Shipyard.

Although it has the same armament as the HVIDBJ~RNEN-class, it

must be regarded as a high1y improved HVIDBJ~RNEN-class.

BESKYTTEREN is the necessary supplement to :fu1:fil Danish

obligations towards :fishery protection, especially in the North

Atlant:lc area.



During its recent stay in Green1and as we11 as the Faeroes

BESKYTTEREN proved its high standards.



TYPE:

NAME:

AGDLEQ

AGPA

Inspection Cutters

NUMBER:

Y.386

Y.387

(Inshore Cutters) AGDLEQ-class

COMPLETED:

March 1974

May 1974

Displacement:

Length t't.:

Beam t't.:

Draught t't.:

Engine:

Speed:

Complement:

300
102

25
11

1 diesel ot' 800 BHP

12 knots

14

Remarks:

The AGDLEQ-class is named in Eskimo language at'ter Greenland

birds. They are built in Danish Shipyards, specially designed t'or

inshore operation in Greenland.



The AGDLEQ-class is armed with a double mounted 20 mm anti

aircraf't gun.

Another type of' Inspection Cutter is MAAGEN-class. It con

sists of':

MAAGEN

MALLEMUKKEN

Displacemellt:

Length f't.:

Beam f't.:

Draught f't.:

Engine:

Speed:

Complement:

190

89
22

9.5
1 diesel of' 385 BHP

11 knots

14

Remarks:

The MAAGEN-c1ass is built in Danish Shipyard in 1960:

They are built f'or illshore operatiolls in Greenland as well

as in the Faeroes.



BARS0-cJ.ass

NUMBER:

Y.30J.

Y.303

Y.305

Y.307

Naval Cutter (Harbour Cutters)

NUMBER: NAME:

Y.300 DREJ0

Y.302 SAMS0

Y.304 VEJR0

Y.306 ~S0

Y.308

155

84

20

10

lJ. knots

12

Displacement:

Length :ft.:

Beam :ft.:

Draught :ft.:

Speed:

Complement:

TYPE:

NAME:

BARS0

ROMS0

THUR0

FAJW

JWM0

Remarks:

The BARS0-class is named a:fter Danish islands and buiJ.t in

Danish Shipyards in the period :from 1969 to J.973.

The cutters are not organized in type organization, but

attached to the various navaJ. districts, where they assist in



surveillance and control.

Besides this task they assist in various ways so as target

towing, di££erent trials, transportation duties.

They are armed with 2 20 mm anti-aircra£t guns.






