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T he siege an'd bombardment of Copenha

geri by the Engl ish are both in their causes

and consequences one of th e most remark

ab le events in ,modern time's. D efencelefs

and un prepared os we we re, th e succefs of

th e british arms was obv ious. So form idable

and un ex pected a force as that which wall

brought by the E nglish mu st necessarily ob 

ta in a vi ctory over a detencelelsnati on, which

founded its whole grandeur 'and glory on

the happy ' enjoy ment of an honourablf

peace. I t was the golden age of our island

and our Capital. Unconcerned for more, we'

confined ou r wishes to our native shore and

th e lawful advant~ges, which ou r trade and

a most impartial neut rality could afford

O ur ellor ts were ble ssed by providence, and
, , '
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our h,ppin~r, lud rn chN! iu '''I"III;r, ....h~n

t he J::nglilh thrtalt ,J«! " n. tI .... t.. \v",

~n pUI (,;th in ~ IO"d rurnour, tI", l

S.... 1 t Il61.'" tXI,..d;tion " 'u di rtc••d.&"irut

t he idlnd o f Z""b nd and the ~1,iL.l1 Qt 0lU:

L i"~o",. HH i,,! confiJ nl«" in ,h.. g,u..

of OHIIfQTk, wc ..e"'" , ""1>«'«1 the In .,
booti le OpeTt!","' ("'Ill ,tu,q U:lIln. J:iudi

wa. onr .i l"" ;,,n, ..htn ..1I • •,,<1.1.." "~,e

kotmed. that on lumby the ~d All&- AW"l., 1

C;lImJ,itr'l llt< r. oon.iO\ing "f lo~ flH" l;I i l 01 \
"he line . nd li x rriZ:Il~' Wtre cnm<:,. i" l iSht

...f the Sound. Ne". 1,l.H>rning Ih,'y oni...

ed in El,inor (0. ,,1, . lId drew ul' ill lin.. of

b". rde, but wilhout m.dihood ot ""y honile

illlent. O n the lint ' l'pN,.nce of .hi. Ileec,

w Coml1l>.ndCr of the ("'IT..f, of Crolloorg

WH a.kd ",b...hu ,he ),;x~di lion ....... al

lo...td 10~ tbe Sound; he .nOl.-e,w., he

"-u l>nkftd nol to . ltnnpt .ny kind of . ..j
IUner. The Print '" of \\'Il~.. Ad ,n if~1

(;~mbi",'l n.;;ohip. ~..I",~J. Ih" ~tl<1·r•
whieh wu n lnrntd by d,,, l>~ n .... The I">'"

p tt l~ ,..... vny &,,,.....bly" diJPOUd to-

,
....ud. Ihe f :nglirh. T h" R luting 1I{ ,h, n~g..

01,;" ~nd Ih~ bi~.>dly le""lotio" of the cngli.h

,.. fled in Out 1'0" ~nnihiblw ""f1T aprr"
hnloKon 01h""i!,, ,~ Th., t::ngliol\ ","e••
1lIP1>li...t ,.-;Ih I'fOVuioou. and n~ u

"J.ill"~ ~Qd ,,"~.e ' r,,~,td lil" frinul .. NOlI
wi. h' ....>dirt8 il no... wu geno:r.Uy .uppofO!d
that l ilt bri,ish lfoopo ..... board olth., Ir~JUoo

po.l-v~"'h h.d ~ d ~tign 10 fU" J'OIst"Ui"n
01.. ur id~nd. uo 1t~1" lownd, luch a mU .

. ll . " ....ere yl l ~dupl< d , Th" Prince Royal
""ing with th., army i " lI olll.,1n, we were

tmirdy l,lnl't(-pand to "ITt. , ,,,ill;,,,,,,,. M ..

Tail" ,. t"'ing dti' lrl<'d 10 tt'I,lac" Mr. C. ·...

lick. MiniOltt ul hi. Dr it.onllie Majo t)· at the

Court of Col;'<'ohog"lI, . nivw the 11' " f Aug.
al d, ., C:ol' it.>l. h ,."U gtntr~Uj' rt poUt cl,
Ihat Mr. GnUck W;1I guinS on ~ ",iuion '0

IM Cowl of Y,o..ia. At tII" uUlc-'time in.

tt lJigcnu of 11", uriol or ' M "p,;fuh~

~ ..... ", .lI olT 10 th" Pl in"., Ropl al KitL

/11' ;;. (, Mr. JuLM, . ni..cd at CoI.rnhagen.

' nd d irn;d r W" nt 10 Hi. Royal H ighnrf. at

Ki,,1 in, onlcr 10 cVUl Wutli(.o.U. 10 him. the



.., ' No man could do , more under.., thes~,

circumstances than the Prince ,has-, done,

Having arr anged every- thing .for the, de- , . .

feree of Zealand and the Capital,' HisRoyal

Highne fs returned on the ,1ath b'oni Copen- :

hagen to Kid, but before he left theCapital~

ke issued the following Proclamation : , I ',"

Illand. ,T he stndente.whoin the,¥ear ,t-So,i

enrolled themselves for the defence .of the, '

country, took 'up arms, in consequence ,o~

the Followinga invitation : 'r '~The , danger,

with which thecountry is threatened, glves

me occasion to invite all the -students of the

University to assemble and. embody them

selves in ,;t' Corps" which 'shall bear the

name of the Crown-prince's life-guard, ,I

have ,seen this body. of men in ,the memo

ra ble ~d , April, . and been happy to learn

their zeal for the king and country., Coun-.

trymen! T rove th e, same cnthls-cecasion,

The. universally esteemed Grand-marshal

Haucli.will command this Corps. '<.;, ,. ( 1

"".: ",.' " Frederic, Prince Royal.. p

6

I'bject of the expedition, wh ich was' the' tern.

p orary deposit of th e danish ships ot the line.

in "ne of His Britannic Majesty's ports, .as a

'pledge of our neutrali ty. Mr. Jackson ar

'l ived the,8 th at Kiel, but his mission being

""ithbUf succefs, he left that place on the

"'loth";' , -" : >

.." :The 8th the Prince Royal left Kicl.,

Un ' the roth His Royal I1iglmefs ,"n ived ,

'" t' the 'Holm or Dock. y"rd in order to

iiitiiJ:iulate :the'exert ions of the w~rkmcn and

to ,forward the delensive preparations. He

.had travell ed two days and' t ~vo ,nights

(without stopping. ' l1'he ,chamberlain ,Stem ,

EWe, who had dist inguished himself in the

meU:orable battle against Tripolis ~) , and

who enjuys the greatest con fid ence of the ,

'Pr ince; Was to command th e naval ]inrt of

the defence; Major General 1',YTT/rIT/11,

knight of the order of Dann ebroge, was no

' m inat~d" Comm and er in .chief of Zealand .

Maj or Ge.rt1ra1 Bile] eld:\vas:second .in COI11-

t • ~~ "" £1 '. ,,".,.. • Tf~' , ~ ;' .....,
{~l ~ .. '" . ... .

'"

I

,
"

) " "~ ;



~ " , " Fel1ow~Citizen$ !

" After'hiiving:in~de all th earringemenl <.

'"which the-presen t' circumstances .require, I

lIasten 'to theanny, ' to ' ope rate with it as

&O'O'n as .p ossible for 'the welfare of 111 y dear

t onntrymen, t 'u nl1!l', 'circumsto'nces sho ul d

epee'ilily 'arise, ' , ,,hich 11iay, Hinder it posslble

to'setrleevery th ing ' according to my wish,
, ,

il a,pea ceful;,md honourable w anner.

"Copenhagen, Aug. l~.
I Frederick , Prince Roya ],

The spirit of ' the inhabitants (,I the

,Capitah vas nobl e and high. All wen' ,,'a d y

to sacrifice -the ir "lives 'and fortune. 10" the

cause .ortheir 'king an d country. Bill , ala< !

Our efforts Were ill vain l Our wh ole 1'01 Cl' of

regular °T roops' inthe ' C11',iral Was not ,I hove

11'5(0)men, othe ' rest consisted of Citizens,

embodied -in 'volun teer °Corps, arme d 1"'.
'; antry and peop le ! from the ' countr y ; Iillt

our ni"~I' defei\ce<'Xceeded~in 'a ver'y great

'degreethis force. I t'{:ollsrstt'd of the block

Ship Mars, th e : fr igate 'St, T homas, three

fl oating batteries, four 'praams, twenty '/iv'"
gu n-bo ats and 'several oth er armed boats ;

't he-battery of the th ree crowns , Christian

sixth ' batt ery and likewise 'several 'other

t tr ong batteries, both 'at the Holm and 't~

Citadel, which formed together, a formid

'able barrier on the seaside,

But as strong a. these means of derenc~
:Were, th ey were highly unequal to the.. . .. .
Corces, which the English brought agains;

us both by sea and hind 1).. '

Although we made preparationsto 'ie~

sist an y host ilit ies, we 'in no wavs gii,'etlfe ,

'Engl i~h 'any occasion to misunders tand oiJor

conduct. The english troaps being yet re

garded as fri ends, wer e provided ,,:ith 'Iie1

~es,aries at Elsinor t ill the '14' of Aug. ,Tire
English men of war and t"')I<j5orls apljeared

like a for est in the 'road ' of Copenhagert,

T hey wo nld haveafforded 'us thefiitest sight'

in the world, 'had we notunfortunately bevn

in fOrmea 't hat these stiperbrriolllim~ths of

britishvaleurwere deStine'a 'to 'oestroy :on'
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unhappy Capital 'and arii iihil"ate our old ma:
ritime po \\·er. t ... -:t~"" p ~1 ' '' :: ~ ~

T.he- 1Gth in the morning ,about lour

o'clok some : of the English troops landed

atWer;ek'; " a little village- about 8' E nglish

Ihiles !ronl Copenhagen, withoutany resi

. tance,' because it seemed tohave been the

firs~ principle of th e Da,;ish Governm ent

not to be the aggressor. T he following

Proclamation was issued by the English after
th eir landil ig.

' ''W hereast~ present Treaties o[ Peacel,
and the changes of Government and of T er-. . .)..,
n tony ; ' acceded" -tc) , BY' sO' '-'n)any ' Powers,

have so tal' iriereassedthe'in/luence of France

on the Con'tiri"ilt '01' Europe, as to rendc; it

impossible' for Denmark, though it desires

to be neutral , to preserve its neutrali ty, and

absoluteiynecessary fo r those who continue

to 'r esist 'th e French aggression, to take mea~

sures" 'to p'r~veni the' arms"of neutral Powers

from being turned' against them :

" _ l it this view , the King cannot regard

the present p osition a! Denmark .with indif,;

fer rn ce , ' and' his Majesty,h as: sent Negotia

tors with ample powers, to Hi. Donish ~la,

jesty, to r,equest, .i!! the,most amicable man

n er, such expla ll'!t19ns ~s. t~<;; _timtS require,
aud a concurrence , in ~uch l ,measure·s. , as C2 U

~Ione .give sew~ i t~·~ ~g~inst' t'\l,\;'/a;ther ",is; ,

chiefs whi ch the Fren~h meditate , through_ I. ', .•

the acquisition of the Danish Nav y.

The King, our Royal and most Gra

cious Master, has ther~tor~ ,.jlldged ~t ex pe

dient to desire the temporar y deposit of the

;Danish ships of th e line , in onc at hislMajc-

sty's ports", , . u , ' ,I' -'

; This deposit seems to .be so jus\, ,and

so indispe:lSably necessary, under the rela:

tive circumst~nces of th e 'Neutral and B~ll~

gerent Powers, tha t ·His Majesty has farther.

deemed it a duty to .hirnself and to his peo,

p le, to. support, the demand by a powerful

fleet , .and bY,an,arlu y ~Ulply supplied with

every preparation nl;cessaw , for the most ac

tive and deterUlil !e~ .e,!!erpl'iz e.

"Ve COUle ther~fore to your shores , in- ,

habitan ts of ' Zealand ! not as enell\i~,s " b}1t;~
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in se'lf-defence, to prevent those who have ~o

long distUl bed the peace of Europe , from

compelling ;he fo;c. of yom navy to be

fum ed agailist' us.

W e ask deposit, we have not looked to

capture ; so far from it, rhe most solemn

p ledge has been offered to yo ilr Govern

ment, ahd is hereby renewed in th e name,

and at the expre fs comm and of -the King,

our master, that it our demand be amicably'

acceded to, e,-eIy ship belongin g to Den

mark shall, at the conclusion of a gen eral

peace, be restor ed to her, in the same con

clition and state of equipment, a~ when re

ceived under the protection o.f the British'

flag.
It is in the power of your Governme,\t,

01' a word, to sheath our swords, '~ os t re

Iuctantly drawn against you; but if, 6n the

ether hand, the machinations of France ren- :

del' y ou deaf io tile voice of reason and the '

call of fri end ship, theinnocent blood that

'w'lII be spilt, and t he horror of a besieged
, - "and bombarded capital, must faU on yOUl:

r

own -heads, and on those of your,-cruel ad

visers,

His Majesty's seamen ; and soldiers;

when on-shore, will tre at Zealand, as long

as your conduct , to them permits it, on the

footing of a province of the most fri endly

Power in alliance with Great Britain, whose '

terri torry has the mi sfortune to be the thea

tre of war.

The persons of all "those who rernainat

home, and who do not take an hostile parr,

will be held sacred.
o of • ,

Property will be respected and rpre-

served, and ~he n~ost severe discipl ine will,

be enforced. , ' '

Every article of supply fumished o~

brought to marker, 'will be paid for at a fai~

and.settled prJse; 'but 'as immediate and con~~

stant. supplies, especially of provision, fo-:

rage, fuel and transports, are nec,;".ry to'

a!! a~lllie$, · it, is well known, that requisi... '

tions are unavoidable, andmust be.enl orc ed.r

'Much convenience will arise' to the in-;
habitants, - and much confusion and lufs, ,tof
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them wili be prevented, if persons in autho:': '

rit); are found in the several distri cts ' to

wlHJm. requisitions may be addressed, and

through whom claims for paymem may be
settl ed and hquidated , • . ,, ;

If. such persons are appointed , and dis

. charge thei.r td~t};, witho'ut'nieddling in mat-
_.J a •

t ers which do not concern them, they shall

be'respected ', and all requisitions shall be

addressed -jb .them, th l~ ugh the proper ehan

nels, and d epartments -of the navy and army ;

bnt as forbearance on the part of the inhabi

tants is essential to the 'principle of these ar

rangement , ' it is necesSafy: tliat 'all manner

of civil personsvshou ld ireriia in at their re- "

spective habitations , and -any 'peasants , or ;

other perso"" found in 'arms, singlY:, or ill' '

smalltroops, or who may be ,guilty of any '

act of violence, must expect to be 'treated :',

with rigour. '

" The Governm<nt of his Danish Majesty

'havin g hi therto refused to treat thi s mattcr' :

i~ an amicable ,vay', part of the arm y has

been-disembarked, andthe whole 'for ce,h. s ;

:assumed a warlike .attitude , b utIt is" as',yet

n~tt'? late for the voice of r eason and m o-"

deration.t o be heard. .. .

Given in the Sound under ,our hands. .
and seals, this 16th day of August; 18 0 7.

Gambler, Catheart.,
Commanders. in c~.r of his Majesty' s Iorces , by sea. , ,

and. land employed in the Expedition.

O!l the Jame day the Commandant of .

Copenhagen issued the followi ng Proclama-••

ti ?n: Hpstilities having commen ced, I '

. herewith command; in consequence. of the ·

orde r of the King, that all brit ish propert y

shall be sequestred, and that every one, who .

is in possession ot . english money or ,pro

pertY)l1 anykind , shall announce it to the ,

Police , w ho will carry the nece~sary mea-;

l ures into execution. Every on e, who does

n ot act according ,to this order, shall be .

regardedas a traitor tho the eoun try. . ":

'. The following Proclamation was at the

same time published at Glu,ck!tad: .

We, CHristian the Seventh, by the ,

alaee ot-~d.• King of Denmark ..Nory(ay"
. '



16

of the Vandals 'and Goths, Duke of Schles- ;

wig, Hol stein and,Ditmarshen, and also of

Oldenborg &.c. &c. do herewith make '

known, 'T hat wh ereas, by th e En glish En

yoy J ackson , it 'wa, deciared to us on the

i j rh of th is month, that hostili ties against

D enmark would be commenced; an ~ where- '

as, at th~ ~~me ' ti~e , he demanded a pafs

l,brt for himself and suite, consequ ently,

th e war between England and Denmark mi'Y

be considered as actually broken o u e, there

for .. , we Here with call on all our faithfuL

I · , t tak e up arms wherever it shall besu 1Jects 0 .. ' .
required, to frustrate the insid ious de signs of

'the Enemy , and repel hostile att acks. We

farth. r h~rewith ordain, that all"E.nglish ·

ships , as well as all English l' roperty , and

all Engl ish good6, shall , every wh.ere be '

seized by the Magisi rates and oth ers, III par

ticular by the Of ficers of Custom~, wher- e

ever th ey may be found. ", . "

It is ,farther our will, ' that ' all. Engllslb

ubiec'tS 'until pursuent to our farther or-.s J , .. •

ders, the y can be sent out of the,Country, ,:

, it
shall , w ithout exc eption, He ~tre~tbd as

l ' ;le' ;lies of our Kiilgdom and Coumry,'

which measure is strict ly to be carried into

eX~~'J[ion by all Maglstrate «, as well as by

all subordi na te Officers, duly ro be instrbct~,
ed by then! for tha~ ' pu rp ose; and it is a

matter of course, that all English ships and'

bl~ats, wilich approach our coast, shall be

cO"llsidercd arid treated as IlOstil e.

It is also our wi ll , that all ffip ibio"Us

for~i.gners shall be w:itched with th e geeita'"
att~ntio n, and that all MagiMrates :is' ivelb~

all 'subordinate Officer;, shall ,Use th'eif ut.:!
m~st eflorts, iis sObit a.poSsible; iQ'd iscO\\ef'

all spi es, Lasdy', \~~ fiitct it He~ess:1ry i8
ordain, that imm~:ar.itlHy ' alte'r tli'cPUblieaZ
tion hereol, all CiJrreslfon:lien'u~l'i th En'gliill

subje cts ' shall eritirely cease', a\id' tliai' i(o'
p,a y" tc, j',t sh~Il , be nl",i\:r to ' tli ~1!t ,. 011 iltlf""

,,ji ~I ound' ,,;J,atsoe\'er, uiiril OUr farth'er dj-de;~ ,
On pain of severe p 'l2ni,hIhent iir ca~Ei 6(-
eert trav en rion , r-
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For the rest, we rely 011 the justice' of

our cause, and the coura ge and tri ed.Iideliry

of our beloved sub' ects. '

Given under our ' Royal Seal, in our

fortrefs of Glucks :aor, the i fi rh ofAug. 1807 .

(L. 5.) C. L. Baron v, Brockdor],

(L. 5.) ] .. C. Moritz., .

Aug. ~ ~ the Commandan t issued

the followin g Proclamation: Fellow -citi

zens !. the Sally of our brave Troops; accord

ing tq. all accounts, has cost the En emy many

men, and he has neither ventured to pursue

m on our return to the fortrefs or to attack,
our advance-posts. Our lofs is not vet con-

sid.erable; we have at most ~ 1 kill ed.and 58

wounded both et our sea - and land-troops.

!he,Lakes.about the Capital are in our pos

session , and the Plan of our defence is laid. .~ . , , .
T he City has a great stock of provisions,

, I .' •

and the cattle , corn and forage are bro usht
~..' 0

in security and conducted in Irom ali tJ;e..\. ." , - ~

place.. be ing in our .possession and laying

within' th~ boundaries ~f ou r advance-posts.

-.

19 '

T he fire-arms of the Manufactory at Cron-

. borg and .the greakst part of the gun-pow

der at Frederikswerk are secured; but Fre

derik sborg .and Frederikswerk are i~ the

hand- of the Enemy, and the Frigate Frede

rik~wern has been taken on her way to No r

way. Fellow-citizens! secure in your cou

rage and firmn efs , yeu may depend upon

the care and vigour, whi ch on my side shall •

ever defend and guard our common wealth .

Aug. ~ 3 the following Proclamation was

made public by the Commandan t: Some of

the Danish Bomb -vessels were ordered to at

tack several of the Enemy's Bomb-vessels and

Gun-brigs, which had placed themselves on

the north ern side of th e Lime-ki lnsjKalk

bramderie), in order to destroy a battery,

wh ich the Enemy had erected .by the Swan.

mi ll. At ten o'clock our Bomb-ketches be

gan to' fire, wh ich wo; directly returned by

the Eng lish Bomb-vessels arid Gun . brigs.

.Notwithstand ing these ,"ere reinforced, the

fire of the En emy declined about on e 0"

clock, and a good many of the En~my'
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Bottlb-ketches made off with full sails, In

order to disturb them in their retreat, th e

, , adva nced - guard of our Gun - boats p m - 'r

'sued them and h ilt TIp 11 strong fire, O nr

'sh ip,s continued in th e mean ti me to lire

u pon the land-battery. - In conseq uence

of th e R ep orts, which are come in, we have

reason to believe , that the En emy had suf

.fered much. Our I ofs has been S or 9 kil-

l ed and 10 or B wounded. Some of the,
ship. have suffered more or lefs, but th ey ,

will be-repaired again to morrow. - It de

serves to .. be remarked " that the ,E nglish,

besides their Bombs, threw a kind of rocket ,

which .civilized nations never made-use of

before. .T he latest accounts, received fr om

rhe Crown-battery, mentions, th at th ey fired

. this day.on the Enemy's ships; and fro lll

hence one could see wi th a glafs , several

ships of the English ready to sink, and their

Bomb-ketches in a bad condition .

.. On this occasion one of the D anish

Praams got seven .shots in ,her hull, on ly

having on e man kill ed and three wounded.-

, 2 1

On the same day a garden-house on the.

Glacis was burnt by the D anes. ' ..'

The Danish Commander in chief sent

'L ieutenant Ccderfeldl to th e English General,

in order to ask for a Pafs-port for his Hig h,

nefs Prince Ferdinand; which was imme

.d iately granted, and brought by an Ellglish '

•O ffi cer, wh o' was orderedbesides to sum

mon the Capitirl( to surrender, 'declaring,

that the Englishhad a greater force than the :

D anes might ilnagin e, but taht they would

fain spare a Capital, which is the Chief Seat

of the sciences and commerce, .and th e first

Cicy in th e Kingdom. - It was . answered :

" that the Capital would be defende<l,with the

most determined resi stance" and , that 'every

D ane is ready to sacrifice' his life for, his.
country." The English Officer. re tumedto

th e H ead-quarter s, attended by severa l- Da

ni sh Aide-de-Camp. All the gates of, .the

town were now shut, exceptthe ga te of

the Citadel.

~I'b e 27 of Aug. the Commandant .i...

sued the following p"per: "Ve have had
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several engag ements outside of ou~ for tifica

tions with the En emy, wh o has approac hed

,us, mid likewise we have had several affairs

with his riflemen in the,garden of Mr. C l a~
sen in from of the Citadel . lVe fired into

th e garden, which discom posed the English.

During' the canonad e 011 wednesday the

gun-vessel Stubkjcbing was blown up by a

grenade from th e En em)"\l ' ,bat tery at the

Swan-mill. - 1 he Commander, Lieu tenant

Bruun and 16 men were saved, bu t 1 ~ men

were w ounde d and 3 I were blown up. - A

b attery erected by the En emy at old Pest

house (gammel Pesth uns) was fired upon

from theltampartsand'Gun-vessels, behind the '

Kalleboe, w~ich sn~ered. But a Battery of

It pounders and some m ortar. having now

been erected at the Timber-yard, which to~

tally commands th e enemy's battery and

rend er d it ineffectual, our gun-v,essels chang

ed thei r position. - On these vessels Lieuten,

, Zcurllm Waskilled, Lieuten, C, Wu!ffslightl y

wounded and Cadet Hulllos! an arm ; J 5 of

our men were wounded. Prem, Lieuten;.;t

J

En!,," of th e l i fe-ri fle~Ilen was killed', tw;'

life- rifiernen wounded and 'sbme killed';

Capta in Hummel , the Lieutenant Frlboe', ,
~OIhe and Ellevsen of the .land .artillery as

well as Count Platen of the Danish Iife-r egis

ment were slightly wounded,

. Thecq ,0 1 A~g. 4 or 5000 english troops

attacked the armed peasantry of ' Zealand;

Lolland and Moen e}, near Kj Uge, about 6

clanish miles from Cop enhagen, un der the

" c" mman'd of General Castenskjold. But the ,

greatest part of. these peasants, wanting regu

lar arms as well as artill ery, and being quite '

untrained, the , consequences mu st be verj

unfor tun ate 10 1' th e Danes. " 5o' m.en ,('erll

wounded and General Ox ho lm: as well as j 6

Officers of dilferent ranks , and t 7 - 1806

men were made prisouers, 'the'whol~ en

gagemen t could not , be regarded as a regu

lar Battle. W e slightly pars over this aflair,

for the w hole' conduct of these peasants de-

serves no consideration . I

Aug. 3 J the CO~lJnandant published

the following Bulletin : -Fiudinge it ne-
. _..



H
~e,s~an', re reconnoitre the 'garden, of Mr., .
~Iijssen, tp learn \j'hether 'the Enemy had be-

gun to erect a Batt ery on that spot , a sally

was made to~d;ly at fqur 0'clock by th e nor

,~'f-gia11 1i tc-~eg i lll ent, under the command

of Coloru-l Beck, 'nWforce cons iste d of 3

!Jalta liPlIs at theIntcutry, the Ritiemen or

~ha ~IC\lrS of the Kin~'s Life-guard, the

1l.if\emen ~f ' other R'giment.. and the

Huntsmen JrOJ\1 the country. This Corps. -
\vas .sup pcrted by "8 guns. The design of

th is a,lly was perfectly attained, The gar

een being exactly ex amined, and the Rifle

m en Qhhe el1tm y dr iven ~ut, " ewere c0I1

ovinced that, the .t;;n~lish had neither erected

or begun to ." Iect an.y Batt ery. , All II,e

buildings atthat , place were burnt, besides

a gn;-ilt part of the wood, Af\tr that was

ex ecuted, our tr oops returned in good or"

per to the Citadel; ' when they saw several

large columns of the, enemy' approaching

from Wibenshuus and along the shore.

Oun.brave troops executed this undert aking _

tj). my greatest, satisfaction; ' The.Iofs.of the

,

enemy We are unacquniuted with , but it lj
supposed to be considerable: On our ~ide

W P. suffered no more than we had to appre

h end lrom the circumstances of t ile g,'ound.

We must lam eu tthe lofs of 70 -80 killed ' aud '

wo un ded, I' mvselt have got a musket-shot

th :ough the lefl leg, but the wound is not

dangerou s. During th is affair, she lls were

thrown tr om our Bomb-vessels and Mor tar

battery UpOl1 the english llatt~ry at the Swan.

'Hill, and th e enem y's Ileet, which was 1'<:
tu rned. - This Bomb ardment was con

tin ued after t he atta ck (which ende d at se

ven o'clo ck) both from the , Citadel and by

our Bomb-ketches. till about one o'clock;

, when tite whole train of th e Enemy's Bomb- '

ketches and men of war, were driven from

th e bay of Charlottenlund and .pursned by

our Gun-vessels, afte r which time one of the

Enemy's Bomb-ketches.were blown up, arid

another sunk. The.lofs .of our, brave seamen

in this hono urabl e fight consisted but ofone'

man kill ed and four wounded. - , Accounts

had been received from 'Dragee (OIL th~ '

•



26

island of Amack), that. the enemy had land- .
. . I . .

ed dur inz the former night wi th orne armedo ~ . •

sl oops , havi ~g the des ign ; toburn the Ull-;

armed ships, w hich werelaying th ere a~~

wh ich belong 1,0. that place. Fire was set t~

one galliot , but was soon again extinguish

ed, , 'T he enemy was soon driven .away by

our troops, but cont inued a goo,1 wh ile·af

ter ,t h'is to fire with round-shot and grape 0 11. ' ,. ,
thevh ou ses at Dragoe , on whi ch occasion ~

blind man was 'k illed in his bed and the

houses Were inju red.

, Sep t. 1 the follow ing Declaration to

the garr ison and inhabitants was published

by the 'Conunandant :

~ T he Admiral of th e E nemy' s /leet in our

road as well as,the Commander of the land

for ces, who are landed in Zealand have to~

day su~mon~d me to surrend er our fleet to

his llritannicMajesty, and to conte~tlo their

carrying it away , on condition of.its being

returned at a general peace in Europe. I

answere d . "that our fleet beeing our uncon

,testable property, wou ld be as secure in the,
,'"

i .
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hands of our King , as is ever could bein, b

t he hands of his g;ittalll;ic Majesty, against

whour - w e never m ed itated any hostiliti es;

th at we \~ould ' submit to our "ite , should

they be crhel enough to attempt to destro.y

an inn'ocent city, which had not given them

the least occasion for such' a t rea tmen t ;
, .

but that. our honour aild dut y requires 'lI S to

·r ej ect a prop osal, which is d ishonourable

, to an ind ependant power, an that we have

determined to make resistance against any

agression and to defend the Capital and our

j ust -cause to th~ last , being ready to sacri

fice our lives to 'this' efh'ci: - Fellov-citi

zens! 'I am convinced, that this answer will

me et with your appro bttiori. O ur c,?untry

1s as dear to you as to me. Fellow-citizens!

take up arms, all of you, who can cooperate

in maintaining th e h;>tlo!lf and depen

dance of our belo ved country. W e ' light
" I . '

for onr dearest wealth. Let us rmrtare

the conduct of our anc estor s on 'similar

occasions. . I shall let the brave , iuh a

't ants of the Capita! , who can 'lie' em-

,.

"



pl oy ed with adv anrage, for our common

dd "ulce , be p rov ided with arms,' and we

shall with energy repel our ' enemy, who

imagines himself.capable of 'd ictating igno

m ii. ious laws to a brave and noble nation.v

Frequ ent skirmishing took dail y place

between t\.le advance-posts ' 01 th e british

and dauish }IVUPSwitho ut succefs on either

side

Sept. ~ th e Commanders of the bri- '
ti sh f ,j(ce<. sum moned for the last time

Celleral Pevmann to sur rend er th e danish

shi ps ' 01 the line on the before mentioned

conditions and in all amicab le-manner, de

clai ing, that the hor rors of a bombardm ent

would be the immediate consequences of a

r efu sal, and that it must la ll on the head of

those, in wh ose po wer it was to avert the

evil by a single word. T he Commandant

p ersistin g ill his refusal, a bombardment,

which 'h ad be en p reparing for three weeks,

was now inevitab le" butunacquainted wi th

its dreadful,consequ ences, . the most pa rt of ,

the inhab itants were not ' Il/uch in dread of

it; a great man y of them even fancied, that

th e threatenings of theEnglish would never

be carried,into effect.

I t . is,:w ith , t he u tmo st gri'(f, that I

am going. to .describe the h~rrible -sceues,

which the bombardment 01 Cop enhagen

has olfere? ..- 1 know ver y well , that si.

" nrilar hor ro rs ar e unfortunately .the un

..avoldable: consequences. of war .- but no

" man-is master of his ftdings, especially ill

the first transports e t his grief, Shame to

th e world, I said to myself, wh'en about 3e

V~11 and a halt in the eveningL ' Jieard the

thunder of the mortars breaking out, and

saw : a large rocket - flying like an arrow

through the streets and killing in its way a

poor innocent child, who stood at a wi t;

dow op posite to my house. O! Britain! I, '

cri ed out in despair - Queen of nations !

Mother of such no ble and m.nly sons ! is

.t his thy work P - 'T he confusion was now

. : general. Peopl e -run anxiously through rhe

streets; the.' mother to her children, the' fa

rher to his family ""d e\'ery man on ,ltity re



hi, respective post. ,T he shells fell in gr~at

nu mbers every wh ere;' the rockets crossed

through th e gloom y air ; the guns on the r

ramparts mixed their thunder to that of the

british , and encreased the echoing a -id

dreadful noise. The fire brook immediate-

ly 'out ill several plac es, but onr fire-en

gi ness and all which b elongs to that depart

ment , b;ing ill good order; it was' every

wh-re soon ex tinguished. About five thou

sand m en only were applied to this purpose,

an d always ready in the streets and in other

p laces in order to prevent all the dangers of

conflagration, By these means the bombard

ment at first was nos as detrimental 1.0 the

honses" at it was fatal to the inhabitants,

People Were wounded _and crushed to,

death both. in the stre ets ~nd houses, and. -
nobody thougth . hims.elf secure even in th'\

lowest cellar. The shells ' went through all

the stories of some houses, and destroyed,

every thing they met•. The mother giving

suck to ·her child, was killed 1Og(·ther with

her osspriug by the same shell. Women, sur-

•
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roundered by their we eping childrend , un-

acquainted with the subjct of their mo

ther's lamentation, took re fuge in dark eel-,
lars against these rnercilefs shells. About

thirty houses were in flam es, and the dark.

n efs of the night augmented the horrors of

these pitiful scen es. At eigh t o'c lock in the

I!lOrtling the bom~ardment ceased.

. Sept. 3 the following pap er was ma

de public by the Commandant: The po

lice and fire-men during last night have gi

ven proofs of their zeal and activity in ex

tinguishing the fire, which broke out in seve

ral places and which was caused by the

Enemy's bombs, grenades and ro ckets, I

think it my duty herewith, to thank them for

their meritorious conduct.

In the evning at seven o'clock the born

bardment ·recommenced, at the beginning,

very feebly, but en cre asing g~adually, it

grew dreadful to\~ards the end of t1;e night: ;
. d f 1Every moment the watch cne out: Ire .

The lofs of men, wounded and killed during ,

ist ex istence, 'was ver ), considerable ; l\lajor
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mrkemp, Chief of the fire.ilicn; was \\'olln d;

ed . In the morn ing the king 's barn filled

wi th.ha y was Oil fire. The she 115 began 5gaill

to fall in grcat numbers ,- which prevented

passengcrs from going ' ihrouoh the stre~ts '° 1 . ,
wirhou- danger of being killed or wou nded,

alIlltltlgh the lire had hithertoLeen extin

gu shied in 61 ' different houses, b~th publi

and private'; b), the indefatigable eITo! ts ot

the fixe-men, r

" DtJri rig the second, day 's, bombard:'

ment, a great many of the inhahirai ts of thi!

Capital carried their most valuable -effects

to Christianshavn , where tliey thought

th emselves in security, and which town the'

shells had hillier to scarcely reached, A great

many people flew also in all , haste to the is.!

l~nd' of Amack , It is difficult to imagine to

one's self agreater scene of horror and con"

ldsioll'than this ' produced. \V~ggOl;s car- '

r~~ihg ' fam,ilics togcth er with th'eir ;mos t ' ~-

v~lllable dI~cts, form ing a train without'

6rid; th c richest and most dislinguish~d 'pcr-' '

sons, satisfied to save their live s and those of. '
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their family , r enounced all. claim to the ad,

vantages, which rank and fortune can aHord:

About a hundred persons Ih'~d toge~her in

a single house at Christ ianshavn , and many

a miserabl e COllage on Amack ]s!and ' gave

shel ter 10 several families of distinction fr om

the C~pital. •

Sepr, the 4th the bombardment re

commenced about seven o'clock , ' and the

wood at th e tiiuber -yard , bdongi;lg to sc~
veral mershants and which was ,,!f great

value , was set on fire w ith redhot sho t,

At the same time ' the lire broke out in

man y h ouse" and at last it seized the steepl e

of the Fruekirke, whic h falli ng down, spread

the flames aro und and encreased the rlang~r:
The lire - eng ines and all their apparatu s

w ere now destroyed by the shells , as w;ll

as by the Frequ ent use that had been ; lad e

• of them. Must of-th e fire-men were ki lled
, . " .

or woun ded, and tho se wh o escape d the,

shells , were s? worn out with.fa~igue th,a~ ,

the ir exe rt ions were i vain. Their strength

abated III the same prop~~tion as tl~e fire ,

3
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~nd dinger ~n'creti ,ed , A.' soonas th e fire

broke out in one place, it was continually

aug~ente9 b Y,th e shells; which WH e direct ed

t o that spot, and ,con. eque,nt ly the [ire-rnen

- ~ve i-e obliged to withdraw. Many of

ihese unfortun ate men were kill'd at th eir. ... . -
po st, in nobly at:empti ug to do their, duty',

, T he vast fire at th e timber-yard, a'HI

th e shells and rockets, incessan tly throw n

t~wards Christianshavn, threatened this palt

~f the tow n with destr uction, and com pelled

as well those, who fled thither fo r refuge

;;; th ~ inh abitan ts of th is place to look
~ . . . -
fo~ anot her retreat. . Ev~ry .one now Ile.l

to' ~the island of Amack , which , besides

its owri inh abi tants, contained at th is lime

between twenty and thirty thousand stran-, .
gers.

, All tlie scenes of horror a nd misery;

~hi~I;" appeared in ,every quarter', cannot be

a~icribed. " T he' sick and ' wounded were

dragged. from 'the hospitals and carried ill

,,'aggons, exposed to the eIi~my's she ll s, by
which -many had again to $uft;,r . , Womeu;.. . .~ .. , ,

,

,
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,with child and those lately delivered; were

driven from their hous es and exposed a-new

to -similar darigers. T he streets were filled

w ith dead or lacerated horses. But here I.
m ust conclnde, every reader of feeling will

shudder at this melancholy picture, without

. wishing to see it finished,

At the .end of this period three hundred

and five houses were ' burnt to the ground

and one church 3). Many a w ealthy man

was now reduced to beggar )" and the finest

'store-houses in the world -had been a prey to'

the names. T he prospect of the future wall

d readful. Had th e bombardm ent r ecorn

menced the next day, all would have been

lost, and the total destruction of,Copenha

'gen and all that it contains must have been

its nnavoidableconseque nces, 'On the' 7th

Sept. at eleven 'o'clock inthe morning the

-[oilowing Capitulation was concluded:

. Arti cles of Capi tulation for th e city of

Copenhagen and its Citadel agreed upo n be

twein Major General Waltcrsdor l, knight of

the order of Dannebroge, His Majest'ys
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I;:hamberlain"and Colonel 01 the north Z ea

~and regim ent of 'countr y-militia ; Rear-A d

miral Liitken and J. H . Kirchhoff, Gene;'al

.id-d~-camp to Hi. 'Danish Majesty, who -is

duly a' ;thorised by his Excellency i\h jor

Ge neni l Peyman , kn ight of the D ann eb ro

:ge , Command or in chief of .His Majesty's

forces in th e island of Zealand on the one

side, and Major-General, th e right honour

abl e Sir ,Arthur "Vellesley, kn ight 01 the or

der of the Ba;h" ,Si r Home Popham, kni ght

, 'of M. ita and C~ptain of the fleet , Lie~tenant"

,Colonel George Murray, D eputy Q"arter~

masterogeneral of the ' britishtorces , duly

';lUthorised by James Gambier , Esq. Admi

ral of the bine, and Commander in chief of

, his Britann ic Maj esty' s ships 'and vessels in

the East-sea, and Lieutenant-General, the

'right ' honourable Lord Cathcart v - knight of

the th istle , Command er in chief of his Bri-

." t annic Majesty's land -forces in Zealand and

' i'n the northern ' part of the continent " I

-E urope , on the other• .-.
,- '

Art. I . '

When ,ihis Cap itulatio n is undersigned

and ratified , his Bcitannic Majesty's troops

shall take pc.>.ssession of the Citadel;

-Art. ~ .

, " A guard of' -h is Britannic Majesty's '

troops shall' :i ls~· take possession of the H olm'

or Dock-yard:

Art• .3.

The ships' and vessels -of every de",

-scr iption .and ' all t he naval stores shall be'

surrendered to the persons , who will be

nominated by tile commander in ' chief of

hi s -Britann ic Majesty's troops, and they

shall ' immediately tak e possession , of th e

holms, as ' well as of the bnildings and

store- ho uses belonging , thereto.

.Art. 4.

T he- store -ships and transports being in

h is Britannic , Majesty 's servi ce shall be pe r•

• -mitred , "if i t should be necessary, to came

into the harbo ur, in order to take in all the

troops and stores, which they havebicughe

into this island.
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,Art , 5:

As soon, as.the ships are 'brouglit out

from the hol,?, or six weeks- From the date

of this Cap itulation, or soone r if ' possible,

his Bri tannic Majesty's troops shall su rren

derto his Danish Maj est'Y's .troops ,the Cita

del in th e 'same state as it was found; w hell

they took possession ofit. His Britann ic ,

M ajesty's troops shall likewise in the before

mentioned , time . or sooner ' if possible , be

flII1bal'1.ed Or.leave t he isiand 01Zealand.,.,
, • ,Ar t. 6.

From ,the date of this, Capitulation all 

hostilities shall cease ill the -w hole .island of

,£"aland.

, , Art. 7. -e

N o persons, .whatsoever , .shall be mo

lested; and all property, .public or l)fivat~.
(except 't he above mentioned vessels and

.\ -. -
men of.war , as well as th e ships and oth er

s tores belonging .te -his D anish Maj~sty) "

Shall be respected ; all civil and military O f

fic'Crs' in his rDanish ]\1ajesty ,'s serv ice shall

continue'in the full exercise o(their .autho-

3?
ty in , th e who le extent of the isla,nd of

Z ealand,. -and all means shall be employed

w:,lich lllil Y; contr ibute ,to p~"mote a gO!?!!
unrle~s tanding between both .'1ati,,?nJ.

,Art. 8.'

, . All prisoners, who have been taken ,on

both sides, shall be deli vered ' up, and the

Officers, who have .been taken prison ers and

are on tlieir parol c, . shall likewise .be ex,"

emptedIrom its obligations, .;

,Art. "I). , .;;.

All english property, having been sri.
~ .' . ". I

, questred in consequence ill hostilities; shall

be returned to itspossessors, • ; . -'f.' . .
This Capi tulati on shall be ratified by

the respective CodJ~anders . in chief, a~d
• •f ' ~. " . .~, .; ',ill

.~~e. Ratipc!ltions , e?";J1~n?id tJ:?;I ,!r; tJv<zt :"7
,0 'clo ck at this day, . . . , -
. , '". '.' ' J ... ~ '1

". Gi ven f'tCopenhagen the seV~I\\I~ d:a)'

of September J 8 0 ~ , ,

'" E. F;. Wal/crs/arjf. l Arth,)¥e{lpsl~y. , )"

J ]. !- iilkCll . " Home POJl(IOn!• • :

t .'], H. t<ir~hllO.u: ' Ji.ell.rse,¥il.rr.aJ: "
~ ~ . " . • • ..:;: _ . ', • • " .I



, . R:>tilie<1 and confirmed by us, at tlls' ,'-

H ead- quarter at Heileru p '; theb<for~ men-

ti oned seventh day -of Septemb er .180 7. •

J .Gambier; t - .. Cathcartl '

1" ' , General 'Peym ann an~ounced i t to the

'public tn t,he following Proclamation.

Fello,,' - citizenc!

T he means of ou r defence having prov

ed ine ffectual, t he .enemy could not be pre

vented from erecting Batteries suflicicientl y

pear the Cap it,al to set it on fire in many

p laces .a!ld a,s often as he liked, without our

h aving th e po wer to extinguish it by our

£ i:e-engines, which were destroyed by the
"• t • (

shells 'or frequent use. It was therefore

my opinion an d that of the officers, who m

is w as my duty to consult, that in consi

d eration of the reduced siate of our garrison,

we .could n ut prevent the 'Capital ' from

being taken by assault, ' in '- consequence • "

whereof, and , in order to spare the jiv es

of th e innocent inh abi tants, and the Capi-

tal -from the disastrous consequences of · its
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being taken ' by assault, I find nly,elf re

dnced to the unfort unate ex u euiitv , of

agreeiug to .a capitulation with the CO Ill" '

manders of the En emy 's forces, wher eby

I am to surrender the fieet and allow the

Enemy to ' take 'p ossession of the Citadel

Frederiksha vn and the holm,. for a suf!iJ

cieut length of time as may enable him to

take the ships of war out of the harbour;

but on condirion , that ' these places shall'

be re turned and that the engllih tTOOpS

shall evacuate the island of Z ealand at latc~

with in six weeks and that all public and

'Private property shall be respected. ,,-!".

Fellow - cit izen' !

In communicating to yo u this Capitu

lation, wh ich 1 am doing with the' utmos t

grief, I cannot forbear calling to your

'mind, lha!.the first of yo ur duties as cit izens,

whose lives an d property are hereby se~uc
red; that tranquillity and good OJ del' are

necessary, and I have likewise to adm oni sh.

every in habitant, that the wanting in this
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.. ' duty is a. trefspals , the c onsequence, of

which would be v,cry serious. "

On the 1th September M~jor - Gcnel:aI: ~

St rlcker ; Commaudant of the ' fortress of,

Cronborg , invited all th e fl'reign tr oop' ,

chielly the Hanoverians , .who landed in,

t,he island 01 Z ealand, ' .by th e following,

Proclamatio n : \ Vhat inj ury has ' been,

done to YOl1 , YOl~r nation or your Govern

ment hy our peaceable country ? This coun-,

try which believed or imagined itself to be,

in peace wit h all the w orld ? Your Comm an-

ders have proclaimed that they come to us.

as friends, although theyact agalnst us like,

';;tr wor~t enemies, disdainiug ' tbe law of:

nations and exercising hostili ties , wh ich we

never could expect of civilized nations.

They consider ,already our country as a;
conq uest, alto ugh th ey never ,wjll ,'ub-.

jugate it.., T he Inh abit ant s of this Island

w ill defend th, ms~lv~s like lions jp .)~heix; ~

dens. Not you, bt it your go.verr,!,~1)t 1vill

be to blame for such a rreachery , tile .con

'sequenccs of which, soon .!Jf,l,ater, ,Will fall

43

0 11 their own heads, You, Hanoverians! we

consider asinnocent people, torccd to accom

plish the crnel commands of your govern

ment, But you will be the sacrifice. It is

yd time to save your lives. ' Being Hanove

ri ans, yuu are long since discharged from

your D uty and faith , towards the tr ea

cherous government uf En gland . Do. not

obey the commands of this inhum an and

bluody ministry, in order to suhjugate an

j:nnocent nation . Let us associate ourselves

together. T he Danes will always receive

you like friends, You will find the most

secure refuge at Cop enhagen or Cronbo rgr

'H asten hi ther! The Danes, the faithful

Danes, wh~ .\\'ill shew you kindnels, secur i

ty and support , promise you in the most

solemn manrier, a~ the conclu sion of the

war, to lead y ou in safety to your native

land. Hanoverians! hearken to the voice

-. of friendship and reason!

.'



e) T hese t r oops, who a re called ' La nd vrern '( the
g uard of th e country) wen- 'ra ised in the year 1 8oi~

and 'l'onsist of aIL 'those natives from the cou ntry who, ,
have alrea dy ser ved out th eir rim e as soldiers, hut in

ease of nu Invasion, are to protect th eir homes tog ether
""ith the regular tr oops: '

I ) T Ile fi rst Division of the engltsh 'forces umle;
t he COIh ma lld of Admi ra l Ga mbier, Uear.admi ral)

J. S (a";ho pe, Commodore Sir ...Samuet H ood, con sisted .

~r t he foll owin g ships of the liu e~: P rince 0'£ ' Val es, .
98 gUll .', Po mpae, Ceutaur, Alfred, Gange s; Captai n,

Goi iath , Os-ion, Hercu les, Van guard, Sp encer, Bruns

wi ck cud Muidnof 71- gu ns, Nassau, Dictator and Ru~

by of 64 guns; eig ht fr iga tes, thir teen sl oops of war and

one bomb vcsscl . The second Division , un de r Admiral
l!1I" .H"/, co nsisted of the following ships of th e line :

Menotaur , Ma jestic , Mars, Defenc e, Re solution and

Yailhm t of n gu ns, and the Cayenne of 12 2 gu ns,
H ussar or 38 guns and five hrig~ . _ T Ile land forces
consisted of th e germe u Legion, havi ng ab out ten re ..

g im eu ts ,of a thous and men, a co rps of rlfle-men, a bri~ '

gade of g uards of 2 { OO m en, eigh t Companies of nr trl 
Iery, ahou t f ifteen r egimen ts of the line, gi ving a total .
of 27,000men , ~ ,

"

.. .
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_ -. 3) -· lJ'lie pri~ate buil dings, which were -lnrrntr-are
ensured in the flre-en surance-office for ab out 2,-loo,ooo

R ixd oll ar or 500 ;000 Pound eterlm g, T Le pri ncipa l
p,ublic bui ldi ngs, wlrih wer e totully or port! y dest royed,

were : 1) the Fruesirke, on e of..the fil!est chu rc hes in

t hi s count ry. !l WAS bui lt by Christ . "f. after t he grea t

conflegra ricn at Copenhage n ill the year 1728, cu d its

dem cnsions were :iOO ( (' (' t in len gth null 50 in he ight,

.T he steeple was 380 feet h igh , and cont ained an a larm 

~ell, whi ch was seven feet and two inches in d iume

ter, an d weighed Il ,g62 l'o~_nds. -,I n t hi s church were

many ex cell en t m onuments of mn~hl~ , LIS, the mauso

Ieums of the cel eb rat ed dau ish ndnrirn l Cor t . Add er

~nd Count U . F. Gyl deul bve . 2) T h e houses h.elo1lf:in g

t o ~he Unil't!ls il' , commonly ca.lIed S(udiigaa r~/, wer e

built at different t im es and cont ained 3. , cab ine t of ne 

tural h ist ory, which has fortun ately bee n , sa ved. 3)
B orks Coll~gc, where sixteen studen ts bad rooms gratis

and a ye..u -ly salary, ll!- ~ tly the ~A.{ms~h(JuS(J )which con

sisted of a spacious building.

, ,
The foll owin g Declarat ion has been made publ ic

by hi s Danish Majesty at Kiel :

; " All . Europe is 'acquainted with the ; ys tem wh i~h
Denmark has foll owed d uring Q peri od . ~f (jfl~ei~ years, ~ - ,
of war eu d d isturba nce; with unceasing "perseverance.

The r igid observa nce of a fr ee nnd impnhif\l neu t rnli

1'y, end the con scien tious fu lfilme nt of all t he <tul ic s
belong ing thereun t o, "bavefcrm ed the objl'l.'l. 9fa11 ihJ
\ . " .
~\'.ishes and all its effort s. The Danish G ovet lluH:ll,t,

in its re lat ions end conn ections \:vi th"ot~cr Sta tu" has
never lost sight of that simpl icit y) wh ich was ins cf'l..

~able from the puri ty of ill seusim eu ts a.m,l i ~f ,J ove .~.f
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peace, and which It cannot he suspected of il~v in.g

once changed or dibitat ed. Hitherto Provid ence has

blessed our u RdeTt3k ings. 'Vit hoilt in ju stice, withous

81ly ground or reproach fr om an y of the other Powers,

we succeeded in kee ping u p 'a good unders tanding with

the whale of rbem. Th is sta te of pe ace an d tranqu illi

ty is su dden ly fllluihila te d. The English Government,

after - hevingelon g ne gl ected i ts own interests by a.

sha meful iuect ivity, :md after hav ing be trayed its Ai
l ies into a vexa t ious an d un r-ertni n st ruggle, has eud

d ent)' de·..el oped aH its pow er an d aC\iv it)', to attack 0.

n eut ral and pee ceebl e St a t e, witho ut any complains

agilill st the same. T he m ean s for dissolvi ng the an

cient and sacred connections which unite(i"DenmllTk to

Great Britain. . h eve been prepar ed with as , much se

cr ecy as promptitude. The Da ni sh Govern men t saw

the English ships of wa r upon t he ir shor~, wi th out even

co n je<..'1m c that t he y were to be employe d against

Denmark. The islan d of Zeal and W <\S surrounded, the

Cepitnl tbreatcued; >and the Dauisb territ or ry via. '

la te d and in jur ed, ' before the Court of , London had

made use of n sing le word to exprels the hostility of I

its Ieeling s. T his h ostility, however, soon be came

evident . Eu rope will with d ifficulty be li eve what it

will hear. T he bases t, the most vio lent and cru el ob

jcel which could ev er have b een taken up, ha s no other

fou ndatio n t1l"11 some pretended infor mat ion, or rather

that of a re al rumour of an attem pt, whi ch , accor ding

to the English Min ist ry , wall , t o~ h ave ta ken pl ncc, in

ord er t o dra w Den mark in to a ho st ile alliance agai nst

lSreat Britain.
Upon these pretended grounds, which t h e least

d egree of discussion im media te ly wo uld have shown as

heiug founded upon arb it rary measure alone, the En g-

47
!isb Gonrnmenl declared to t h e Cou rt of D enmAr"h ,

in the most imperious manner, t hat ill order to 5f'C IIl:(>

its own in te re sts, a~ d provide f~r its own sefc t v it. ,
could Iceve Denmark no other ch oice , th an a wa r , 0 \.

a dose al fie nce wit h Great Brita in. And wha t k'ind

~f all iance d id t h ey offer? An eflie nce tIle fir st gll 3. ~

rnntee ,of wh ich, os n pledge of t h e Hl bj('Clioll of Den

m ark, was to have delivered up all her sh ips of wa r to

the Brit ish Government,' ' T h ere co uld he no hesitAtion

as 10 the alterna t ive t hnt . wu to he ad op ted. _ T h is

openin g bei ng made, lI;!il sca ndalous in it s offer as' in '

i ts mennces - so offensive -In t h e manner ns in the

tlling itsel f -: left no ro om for n egocia tion. The

most ju sutia bl e ami Tooled d isdain natllt;:,1Jy ab sorbed

eve ry other fe eling. Pl ac ed b et ween da llgl"r and (li ~ ...

h ono ur; the DOllish Gcverumcnt ha d no choic e. l ' he

war com me n ced: [)1'Jllnnrk was 'by n o means blind 10

t he d anger s, t o the losses with which sho was thraa 

t ened J)), t his war. Attacked i n t he m ost un expected

and dishouou mble manner, exposed in a -scpcra t e pr o

vince , and in a ma:ii'il('r Clit off' from ail the rne ans .) f

defence, nnd for ced i nto an unequal con tN,t, she COLI}.!

not flatter herself wit h ~s ca pi ng a ~er)' material in jury,

Unspotted honour h ow ee er sri ll rem ain ed for h er to

defe nd, as we ll as that reputn rion which sh e had earn

ed at .t he pr i ce of he r upright con du ct . Denmark,

t he refore, flatt ers ll ~rsel fl t hat on the part of th e'

Powers of Euro pe, she will n ot appeal ill vai n. Let

i m partial Cabi ne ts judge whether f ngl nud wus u nder

t h e po~tical necessi ty of ~flC'tifidng an othe r sta t e wi th- I

out he si tation, t o her OW Il safety; a state wh ich had

lleit~er ,0 tTended nor provok ed her. Depending upon

th~ jusnce of her cause, rrus ri ug i ll P rovideu ce and. ,
m __ !hc love and J oya1.t)· of t he pe ople to a P rince, whose
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m ild scept re, under Providence, is sweve d .. over van
u nited, brave a nd fa ithfu l people , t he Danish Govern

m en t fln t.tcn itself t hat i t will be able to acqui t i tself

without wee kuefe, of t he hard a nd pai nful task whi ch.

ll'as been i mposed upon it hy necessity. The Govern

,m en t of Deum prk believes ii has a rigb t to r eck on

npon t he i nterest end justice of the Cabinets of Eu 

r ope, en d they par ticularl y. hop" for the effects of the

same 0 11 th e pitrl of ,t.hase Il lustr ious Sovereigns, whose

obj ects and al l tances have served the Rnglh'b for a pre
text , an a to give a colour to the m ost crying aCt. of in

just ice, end whose object is to offer En gland the means

. (If a ge neral atoneme n t for nn act of violence, wh ich,

eve n in Englnnd, every nobl e and gene rous mind wi ll

di sown ; wh ich deform s the character of a virtuo us

Sovereign, and will ever remain a scandal in the BJI"'"

uals of Great Britain.

-,


